CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE  ANNUAL  MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  13th MAY 2010.
Present:
Cllr David Brown : Chair


     
Cllr Eddie Quirk


Cllr Tim Harker





Cllr Jonny Sykes



Cllr Douglas Micklethwait



Cllr Becki Withers

David Clark : Parish Clerk
In attendance : Mr Barry Caddick, items 8&9, PC Wilby and PCSO Royston and Mrs Jackson for Item 16.1. 
ITEM 1 :   ELECTION OF CHAIR
1.1
Cllr Brown (Chair – presiding) sought nominations for ‘Chair’. Cllr Sykes proposed (re)election of Cllr Brown : there were no other nominations. The proposal was then unanimously agreed. (Clerk’s note : the Chair’s  signed ‘Written Undertaking’ to be  filed with these minutes).
ITEM 2 :   ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR
2.1
Cllr Harker proposed (re)election of Cllr Falla – subject to his acceptance of the post : there were no other nominations.  The proposal was unanimously agreed.   Acceptance to be confirmed at next Meeting.
ITEM 3 :   APOLOGIES  :  Cllr Falla (Military Duty). 

ITEM 4 :   RECEIPT OF DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
4.1
Cllr Micklethwait declared an interest in Item 16.1 as an adjacent neighbour.  He noted that he had no objection to the proposal but would take no part in the Council’s decision.

ITEM 5 :   APPROVAL OF STANDING ORDERS (S.Os)
5.1
The Chair noted their were no amendments proposed but drew particular attention to the responsibilities for Equality, Crime & Disorder, and Freedom of Information commitments in the body of the SOs.  He also drew particular attention to the Code of Conduct (annexed to the SOs) and the need for members to ensure their entry in the Register of Interest is up to date.  It was agreed that the Clerk should provide each member with the latest version he held for them to facilitate this check.  The Chair than sought and received unanimous acceptance and approval of these documents.   Action : Clerk/Members 

ITEM 6 :
CONFIRMATION OF CLERK’S CONTRACT
6.1
The Chair noted there was no proposal to alter the existing contract (provided with agenda):  confirmation was proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all.
ITEM 7 :   APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES      Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 11th March 2010 was proposed by Cllr Withers, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait, and agreed by all.
ITEM 8:   :  MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Adjournment 1 – KGPF Governance matters
Mr Barry Caddick, the Council’s Internal Auditor,  wished to make  a statement with reference to  Item 11 of the previous Minutes – vis a vis Governance arrangements for KGPF.  The Chair therefore adjourned the meeting to allow an exchange of information on this subject- the meeting was then re-convened and the Council recorded the following outcome.
8.1
The audit of the Council’s accounts for the year ending 31st March 2010 had revealed a problem -

that of the governance arrangements for the KGPF.   This situation would have to be corrected before a decision on the formal approval of the accounts at the 24th June Meeting if the Council’s auditor were to be able to consider signing off the Audit Return.  The councillors’ ability to sign their Governance certificate and indeed for the RFO’s ability to sign the accounts were similarly affected.
8.2
The Council had accepted that steps should be taken to change the governance arrangements and, of the options available, had agreed in principle to explore the possibility of transfer of the Playing Field to a Charitable Trust – action was in hand with the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils to clarify the process. In the meantime the Council had hoped that the (Interim) Playing Field constitution would provide adequate governance.   However,  it was now clear that the accounting/governance rules did not provide sufficient latitude and that Chute and Chute Forest Councils must jointly implement direct control of the Playing Field forthwith.  (Clerk’s note :  see also developments and actions at Item 17 below).
ITEM 9:   :  REPORT FROM COMMUNITY EMERGENCY VOLUNTEER (CEV)
9.1
Barry Caddick (CEV) noted that we had had a relatively severe winter and W.C. had emergency teams on standby for any major issues. However during the previous twelve months there had been no incidents in the Chutes which required the help of the W.C. emergency team.  Though only a minor problem, flooding had happened and can be very unpleasant:  W.C. is preparing detailed information on what help is available from the them and what also can be done by individuals.  He noted that last year he had said we had escaped the flu epidemics and one week later the whole country was faced with the threat of Swine Flu, he was not, therefore,  making any prophesies this year. He hoped we have an emergency free year.

ITEM 10 : 
APPOINTMENT/CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
10.1
The following representatives of the Parish Council were proposed by the Chair and agreed by all. (Clerk’s note :  Terms of the KGPF appointments subject to review – see Item 17)
KGPF Committee : 
Mr J G Burden.  Other (vice Lee Merritt withdrawing) to be determined. 
Chute Village Hall Committee :  
Cllr Eddie Quirk  

Chute Fete Cttee : 


Cllr Douglas Micklethwait 


Internal Auditor & Community Emergency Volunteer : 
Mr Barry Caddick
ITEM 11.
BUDGET FOR F/Y 20008/09 – APPROVAL OF FINAL OUTCOME
11.1
The Chair noted the ‘end of year outcome statement’ provided with the agenda and the final risk assessment.  The RFO noted that the continuing validity of this assessment was dependent on the Council’s ability to respond to the Auditor’s advice summarised at Item 8. The Chair then noted that the figures were reconciled to the Accounts for the year and that their particular value was in the direct comparison with figures for the previous financial year.  The Budget statement was approved by all.

ITEM 12.
ACCOUNTS FOR F/Y 2009/10 – ARRANGEMENTS FOR AUDIT 
12.1
The Chair noted that the accounts and Audit Return had been passed to the Internal Auditor on 8th April 10.   They had also been provided to all Members via e-mail on 14th April so  they could take part in the audit process as they felt necessary and/or as may be required by the Internal Auditor. The Chair asked all to consider the Governance certificate (Sect 2) carefully to prepare for the 24th June meeting. 
ITEM 13.
FINANCIAL GOVERNANCE & AUDIT PROGRAMME F/Y 2010/11 - APPROVAL
13.1
The Chair drew attention to the proposed version provided with the agenda and, in particular, to the items (in red) which related to on-going monitoring/action required. Approval was proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all.  Action : Clerk to provide copy to Internal Auditor.
ITEM 14.
INSURANCE – REVISED ARRANGEMENTS FOR PAYMENT ETC
14.1
The Chair noted the attribution of premium costs between the Councils (with agenda) and reminded members that this was in accord with the (Interim) Constitution for the KGPF Management Cttee. The effect was that the element directly attributable to Playing Field property – previously paid by the Cttee – was now paid/shared by the joint managing councils.   As regards affordability, he noted that the very accurate budget provision was £885 against a bill of £ £893.  This was agreed by all.
14.2
The Chair then turned to the Annex to the attribution and noted that this was a response to a detailed asset review by the KGPF Management Cttee.  The Clerk/RFO explained that the bottom line sought to identify the additional premium cost which might result from the changes in assets and values, approx £131,  and suggested that, shared with CFPC, the outcome should be manageable.  He would now write to the Councils’ insurers to arrange.  In liaison with CFPC he was also making arrangements to update the Council’s asset register.  The position and action was agreed by all.  Action : Clerk
ITEM 15.
FINANCE – APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS

14.1
£893.10 to Aon Ltd : Allianz Insurance premium to 1 June 2011   In the light of the agreement above,  Approval was proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all.

14.2
£107.98 to WALC/NALC  : subscription for year to 31.3.11.   Approval proposed by Cllr Withers, seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by all. 

ITEM 16.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
16.1
E/10/0405/FUL – Fox Cottage, Lower Chute.  ‘No objection’ proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Quirk and agreed by all. 

16.2
E/10/0467/FUL – Longview, Upper Chute (stables). Advised that application withdrawn – no action.

16.3     E/10/0541/FUL – 14 Tibbs Meadow, Upper Chute.  ‘No objection’ proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded 

by Cllr Withers and agreed by all. 

16.4     The Clerk noted  those which, passed without objection, had now been approved by W.C.

Adjournment 2 – Police Matters
Unscheduled attendance of Police representatives: the meeting was adjourned to enable them to report and discuss issues fully. The Chair expressed  Members’ appreciation of  improved communication through the Parish Magazine and NHW.  He also the quick response to local concerns over speeding in the Upper Chute Green area – this apparently being an outcome of the Police efforts to establish local priorities and to respond to these. The Chair then let the officers leave to attend to other duties and re-convened the meeting.  

ITEM 17 :   KING GEORGE PLAYING FIELD
17.1
General (Joint) Management Procedures.   Action on this item was recognised to have been overtaken by overarching issues – dealt with below. 

17.2 Governance Issues.   Key issues were identified as  :-

· Ongoing liaison between the PC Chairmen and WALC over the way ahead.  

· Non-availability of report and audited accounts for 2009/10 -see (Interim) Constitution

· Current control of King George Playing Field by Parish Councils.
· Non-availability of KGPF audited accounts for 2008/09.
· Non-availability of KGPF budget for current year - acceptable version to be provided and authorised.
17.2.1
WALC Liaison :  A recent Chairmen’s meeting with WALC revealed that whilst there was an aspiration to transfer assets and liabilities to a Charitable Trust there is no known precedent for doing so and that it would take some time to progress this.  It might prove necessary during the current year to move to the more statutory conventional arrangement of a ‘lead council’.
17.2.2   KGPF Accounts for 2009/10 :  Simplified accounts had become available indirectly through the May issue of the ‘Chronicle’ and on this basis the Clerk had at short notice produced a briefing for Members on the management/financial outcome - provided to Members via e.Mail.  On a proposal by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Quirk,  it was agreed by all that the Clerk/RFO’s brief should be accepted as an accurate and fair summation of the situation and retained with the other papers provided in support of the agenda.  (Clerk’s note : since the briefing material was provided in sequential parts and did not meet normal presentational standards,  it will be consolidated,’ tidied’, and presented as a single document for acceptance in that form - without material alteration-  at the next meeting.).
17.2.3
Current control by Parish Councils :   In all the circumstances it was agreed that Members governance responsibilities demanded that they move from indirect to direct control of the Playing Field.  It was appropriate to liaise with Chute Forest PC on the full and detailed measures to be implemented but, as a first and immediate step, financial control had to be taken.  On a proposal by Cllr  Harker, seconded by Cllr Sykes, it was agreed by all that direct control should be taken of the financial management of the Playing Fields forthwith and that this should be done by appointing a Councillor to the Management Committee and providing that  he/she must be one of the signatories on any cheque drawn on the  accounts of the Playing Field.
17.2.4   Action on other Issues  :   It was agreed that action to appoint a Councillor to the KGPF Committee should properly await availability of all Members, also that action to deal with the other key issues should be informed by the outcome of Chute Forest Parish Council’s meeting on 20th May 2010.   On a proposal by the Chair it was agreed that an extraordinary meeting should be held on 3rd June 2010 to deal with all matters arising from this meeting and to be informed by the latest advised position of Chute Forest PC.  
ITEM 18.
YOUTH ACTIVITY AREA COMMUNITY PROJECT
18.1
The Chair advised that there was nothing to report.

ITEM 19.
HIGHWAYS MATTERS
19.1
The Clerk advised that he had a full list of matters to raise but the scheduled visit by the Area Engineer (Paul Bollen) had been postponed due to his wife’s confinement.

ITEM 20.
MATTER RAISED AT THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

20.1
The Chair noted a suggestion that flowers/bulbs should be planted on the verges in the Parish.  Although there was some general resistance to the proliferation of hybrid (eg) daffodils this was agreed to be worth some exploration.  It was agreed that if the Council were to take a community initiative it would have to be fully informed rather than piecemeal planting (which any individual was free to do).  The starting point should be an audit of what we already had in terms of native species – to determine what was good and to be encouraged.   The Clerk was asked to put an item in the Chronicle seeking support for the project : Cllr Quirk volunteered to be the contact point for anyone interested in helping.
ITEM 21.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
21.1
Dog Fouling  In response to concerns over dog fouling in the allotment area,  the owners of Longview had decided to bring forward action to fence (the essential parts of) the shared boundary.  The Chair and Cllr Micklethwait agreed to walk the ground with the owners shortly to ensure that their interpretation of the boundary was in accord with the determined boundary.

21.2
Flooding Survey   The Chair advised of the County-wide survey of flood risk area and produced the forms/map provided.  He called for input to the survey and advised that he intended to liaise with CFPC to produce a joint submission.
21.3
Closure: The Chair asked for a good turnout at the next TCAB meeting – 17th May. He then noted that, following the extra-ordinary meeting on 3rd June,  the next regular meeting was scheduled for 24th June and there being no further business, closed the meeting at 21.45
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Dated


